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SIR WILLIAM ST. JOHN, KNIGHT AND ELEANOR DE PORT-ST. JOHN 

Another marriage of St. John & de Port families 

Overview 

Sir William St. John, Knight was one of the most interesting persons I researched for this work. 

He seemed to be a very innovative and outgoing person with a lot of energy and ambition to have 

accomplished all he appears to have been involved in. At his core, he seems to be historically a 

real, gold-searching pirate, albeit a legal one (barely) and most of his notable documented activities 

related to his pursuit for gold. William was a privateer (basically a legal pirate1), a businessman 

involved in gold, clothing, shipping, importing and exporting, and asset recovery for the English 

Royal Navy and his personal interests. He associated with great men of power including the King 

of England, Sir Arthur Chichester, Sir Walter Raleigh, Oliver Cromwell, Phineas Pett, the Earl of 

Nottingham and others. He is briefly mentioned in matters concerning many historically significant 

events where his contribution is often overshadowed by these better-known names. He was 

involved in the early trade routes with Africa, Portugal, the Dutch and Colonial America and 

probably other adventures yet to be uncovered. He pushed the boundaries of right and wrong as 

can be seen in his legal troubles; but overall, he appears to be a well-respected and accomplished 

individual that seemed to have had his hand in shaping many important aspects of American 

history as well as European history. The following is a high-level list of known events William 

was involved with. In between these dated facts are the undocumented activities that can be 

inferred by those that are documented. From a documentation perspective, he has failed to be 

wholly recognized for making these contributions to our history:  

• Under Sheriff of Glamorgan Wales in 1595; 

• Knighted in Dublin, Ireland December 21, 1607; 2  

• Early Virginia Colony Census 1607;  

• Signed the 2nd Charter of Virginia 1609;  

• Apprehended the pirate, James Harris, in Scotland in 1609;  

• Captain & Commander of the H.M.S. Advantage in 1609;  

 
1 An armed ship owned and officered by private individuals holding a government commission and authorized 

for use in war in the capture of enemy merchant ships. 
2 Title of Knight:  Thomas, Golden Grove MS, book 5 p. C639 
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• Early Virginia Colony Census 1611;  

• Member of His Majesties Council for the Virginia Company of London 1612; 

• Signed the 3rd Charter of Virginia 1612;  

• Burgess of Portsmouth, England in 1614;  

• Inherited Lordship of Uchel-olau, Glamorgan, Wales 1616;  

• Admitted to Lincoln’s Inn law school 1616;  

• Captain of the H.M.S. Destiny, March 1617 

• Member of the African Company beginning in 1618;  

• Built the first English Fort in England’s Africa Colony circa 1618;  

• 1st Governor of Gold Coast (modern Ghana, Africa) 1618-1625 when the first Africans 

were brought to the Jamestown Colony;  

• Vice Admiral of H.M.S. Adventure by 1623;3 

• Buried 1638 in Westminster; 

Hopefully, this chapter will rectify History’s neglect of his influential contributions and the 

man behind them.  

WILLIAM ST. JOHN, KNIGHT & VICE ADMIRAL SSH0007 Christopher, 

William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, 

Wimund I, Ansfrid II was born about 1561 at Uchel-olau (High-light), Gwenfo, Glamorgan, Wales, 

Great Britain. He was the eldest son of CHRISTOPHER ST. JOHN and ELIZABETH 

BAWDREP. William grew up, heir of Uchel-olau, probably like any other child of landed gentry 

in the feudal system. He was probably educated at home or by a tutor that came to his home if he 

was not enrolled in a formal institution. His education probably consisted of learning to read the 

Bible, writing and learning to do basic arithmetic. When he was a teenager, he probably began 

serving as an apprentice or on the crew of a merchant or navy ship; probably for one of his relatives 

or a friend of the family from Glamorgan, Wales.  

 
3 Title of Vice Admiral: Great Britain Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts 
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Cardiff Central Library MS 5.6 fol. 496 excerpt and transcription 

 

Xtofer St John m Elizab d to Wm Bawdrep (his siblings are not transcribed here) 

Sir Wm Knight m. _____ d to ____ St John of Lidiard in ? Countie of Wilts; (his siblings 

are not transcribed here) 

During William’s youth, the 1570s was a period of much pirate activity in Glamorgan, Wales. 

Pirates like John Challice, once legitimate seafarer turned pirate, was highly successful for several 

years, working the west coast of Britain and into the Atlantic Ocean. This success is attributed to 

collusion with South-Wales gentry including Sir William Herbert, Thomas Lewis of Van, and 

Edward Kemeys, and with those in the west of Wales including Sir John Perrot of Carew Castle 

(half-brother to Queen Elizabeth I). These men can be genealogically traced to being relations of 

the St. Johns of Uchel-olau in one way or another and their descendants married within this tight 

circle for many generations to come. Therefore, it seems reasonable to conclude William’s father, 

Christopher, was involved to some degree as well, and, as such, influenced his children toward 

occupations at sea and to marry within this powerful community. At some point, probably aged 

just 16 years old, William joined the local militia and then eventually the unofficial English Royal 

Navy and learned to captain his own ships. John Challice, after being captured for piracy, went 

free thanks to the intercession of his powerful friends in Glamorgan. He was released on July 17, 

1578, within days of being commissioned to take part in Sir Humphfrey Gilbert’s voyage to the 

Americas alongside his half-brother, the young Sir Walter Raleigh. (It would be no surprise to 

learn our William St. John or his brothers took part in these expeditions as well but thus far no 

evidence has been found either way.) 
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Ship Captain by 29 May 1593 

I send Captain St. John unto you for his direction and despatch; I pray favour him in it. My 

Lord Admiral and I this night speaking with him found him very willing to go anywhither that 

her Majesty should send him and upon any conditions whatsoever. But the charge he shall be 

at living in that place will be very great, and the entertainment of a captain of 100 foot is small, 

so as if he have not besides his company some good allowance he doth make an ill bargain, 

besides the dangers to which he shall expose himself. We did both resolve to join in a letter 

unto you to move my Lord your father to consider of the gentleman's poor state, unfit to bear 

such a out some help. My Lord Admiral is gone to bed and fast asleep, and therefore, though I 

write only, use my lord's name and mine to your father in it. 

Endorsed:—“29 May 1593.” 

Seal. 1 p. 

Charles Lord Howard, Lord Admiral, to Sir Robert Cecil.4 

 

By 1595, William St. John was the Under-Sheriff of Glamorgan, under Edward Kemeys, and 

established himself among the most powerful of his community.  

Under-Sheriff of Glamorgan in 1595 

Sheriffs were first appointed in Glamorgan, Wales no later than 1536 by Henry VIII. This 

constituted and formally united Wales with England. Up to this time, the office of sheriff had 

vested in the lord of the lordship, who, by the nature of his tenure, governed in the absence of the 

king’s writ. The sheriff, with certain limitations, was responsible for administering justice in his 

own court; although upon this point it is necessary to keep in mind the important fact that the 

Norman conquest of Glamorgan, like the Norman conquest of England, allowed the laws and 

customs of the conquered in great part to remain in force. Such new enactments and modes of 

 
4 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/cal-cecil-papers/vol4/pp308-327 
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administration were necessary for the planting of the feudal system among the people the Normans 

did their best to harmonize with the native laws, but, where perfect accord was impossible. In the 

early times, the Under-Sheriff had about the same standing as the Sheriff and were very often 

members of their family. In 1595, Edward Kemeys, Esquire of Keven-mably (Cefn Mably 

translates to Mabel’s Ridge; Mabel being the daughter of Sir Robert Fitzhamon.) was the Sheriff 

of Glamorgan. During this same term, William St. John was his Under-Sheriff.5 

Edward Kemeys was born about 1530, the oldest son of David Kemeys and Catherine Bawdrep 

(daughter of Sir William Bawdrep, Knight of Penmark Place or Odyn’s Fee; thus, great-aunt to 

William’s mother, Elizabeth Bawdrep and a descendant of the more ancient St. Johns of Uchel-

olau and Odyn’s Fee).  

 

Edward had received a legal education at the Inner Temple and was back in Wales by 1570 

and married Elizabeth Morgan, the daughter of Rowland Morgan of Machen. In the early 1570s 

he was witness to several deeds and was acting as a trustee; He served his first term as High Sheriff 

 
5 

http://books.google.com/books?id=Y1IBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA599&lpg=PA599&dq=%22William+St.+John%22+s

heriff+of+glamorgan&source=bl&ots=a4EgXfrz5z&sig=B-7NJ-

DPwba_d4tuFHTslUknvEU&hl=en&sa=X&ei=FbESU6_6MaGfyQGfrIDIDA&ved=0CFAQ6AEwBw#v=onepage

&q=%22William%20St.%20John%22%20sheriff%20of%20glamorgan&f=false 

William Bawdrip d. 1545

m. Jane Gamage

Thomas Bawdrip

m. Catherine Mathew

William Bawdrip

m. Margaret Mathew

Elizabeth Bawdrip

m. Christopher St. John b. 
1547 d. 1616

Sir William St. John, Knight

Catherine Bawdrip

m. David Kemeys d. aft. 1563

Edward Kemeys d. aft. 1608

m. Elizabeth Morgan

Margaret Bawdrip

m. John ab William
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of Glamorgan in 1575-6 and in January 1576-7, he was charged by the Admiralty with assisting 

pirate John Challice and other pirates. In fact, he had illegally released two of them from Cardiff 

gaol in the previous year. He did not bother turning up at the Admiralty Court and seems to have 

heard nothing more of the matter. Then he was made a Justice of the Peace in 1578. He inherited 

a large estate with lands in Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, and Breconshire, Wales. Following the 

death of his first wife, he married secondly, Margaret Kemeys. She was the daughter of David 

Kemeys of Llanrhymney. Edward had no children with either of his wives.  

During Tudor times the office of High Sheriff was the linchpin of government administration 

in a county. It was an unpaid position but it carried prestige and influence, and was one to which 

the wealthier gentry of a county aspired. The power and influence it brought meant that, 

particularly at a good distance from the seat of government in London, it was open to a fair amount 

of abuse, and it is in this regard that Edward Kemeys is best remembered. In 1585 Kemeys was 

once again serving as High Sheriff and during this term he was accused of selling county offices, 

specifically that of under-sheriff, the clerkship of the county, bailiff positions and county gaoler. 

Edward Kemeys third term as High-Sheriff in 1595 (when William St. John was his under-sheriff) 

is believed to be the most interesting where he was once again accused of selling county offices, 

which eventually landed him the Court of the Exchequer.6 Edward Kemeys influence on William 

St. John most certainly shaped, in part, William’s own character seen later in his own life. 

It isn’t clear if William St. John rightfully earned his position of Under-sheriff, if any such 

standard existed for that matter, or if he or his father simply paid off their cousin. Regardless of 

how William got his start living such a prestigious and powerfully influential life, he certainly only 

used this position to gain a foot-hold and the rest should be attributed (the good and the bad) to his 

own merit. 

Knighted in Dublin, Ireland in 1607 

In 1607, William was knighted. During this time, there were two ways that a man could become 

a knight. The first was earning the right on the battlefield. The second was to become an apprentice 

to a knight and earn the title through hard work and training.  

 
6 http://www.michaelston-y-fedw.com/uploads/downloads/Notes_on_the_Kemeys_Family.pdf 
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William was knighted at Dublin Castle, Dublin Ireland on December 21, 1607 by Sir Arthur 

Chichester, Lord Deputy of Ireland and under the reign of King James I. This knighthood was 

probably granted to William following service to Chichester in the Nine Years’ War in Ireland 

(1594 to 1603) or other military efforts for England. This title granted him the right to be addressed 

as “Sir”. 

A.D. 1607. --Sir George Pawlett, 26 June; Sir Donnell O'Cane, 28 June; Sir Thomas 

Chichester, 10 Aug., Slayne; Sir Robert Jacob, 5 Nov., Christchurch; Sir Thomas Browne, 

29 Nov., castle of Dublin; Sir William St. John, 21 Dec., castle of Dublin.7 

Arthur Chichester, Baron Chichester, was born in May 1563, Devon, England and died 19 Feb 

1625, London, England. He was the English Lord Deputy of Ireland from 1604 to 1614 and he 

developed the plan for colonizing Ulster with English and Scottish settlers. He was sent to Ireland 

as a general in 1599 and helped suppress the Ulster rebellion led by the great Irish chieftain Hugh 

O’Neill, 2nd earl of Tyrone. Once appointed as Lord Deputy, Chichester immediately began to 

enforce harsh measures against Roman Catholics, but his Irish Catholic opponents persuaded the 

English council to intervene and reverse his policies in 1606. In 1613, Chichester was made a 

baron. As part of his continuing efforts to obtain anti-Catholic legislation, he attempted to create 

additional electoral districts in order to assure a large Protestant majority in the lower house of the 

Irish Parliament, but James I intervened in 1614 and invalidated most of the scheme. Chichester 

was recalled in 1614 and retired with the honorary post of lord high treasurer.8 

1608 Letter to the Earl of Nottingham 

[1608] 

August 

7. 

Sir William St John to the Earl of Nottingham 

Upon the 2nd of this instant my Lord of Ocheltry, his Majesty's Lieutenant, with part 

of his forces, about 1000 men, arrived at Ila, half a league from the castle of 

Donawigg, where next morning the Lord Bishop of the Isles was sent ashore to speak 

with Angus McKonel and his son, who kept the castle. His persuasions succeeded 

so well that obedience was procured from the rebels, my Lord Lieutenant accepting 

 
7 KNIGHTS made in Ireland since the King coming to the Crown. Anno 1602”. Former Reference: MS 619, p. 

160 1618. These documents are held at Lambeth Palace Library - 6 Pages. Supplementary information: Calendar of 

the Carew Manuscripts preserved in the Archiepiscopal Library at Lambeth, ed. J. S. Brewer & W. Bullen (6 vols., 

1867-73), vol. V, document 206.; http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/rd/46563ec0-a71a-49ea-8684-

5ddd7238c521 
8 http://www.britannica.com/biography/Arthur-Chichester-Baron-Chichester-of-Belfast 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon/searches/locresult_details.asp?LR=109


10 Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638) 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638), 2021, p. 10 

them in honourable and gentle terms, and came the 5th of this month aboard my ship, 

bringing Mac Konell and Macllyn, with other gentlemen, to finish celebrating that 

feast for the preservation of our Sovereign from the treasons of Gowrye, which his 

Lordship had at dinner begun bountifully on board his own ship. The circumstance 

of this, as of our hopeful suits, I presume will be related to you by messengers. The 

respect we receive from the Lord Lieutenant, and our endeavours to advance his 

Highness's service, have true correspondence; from him as a courteous commander; 

from us as obedient servants. I have great comfort in the helpful carefulness of 

Captain Win. From the galley we have no word. The victualler which carries the 

field pieces is much missed, and will be more if my Lord proceeds, as is intended, to 

go through the Isles. It is wished that she be hastened away, whereof you have been 

most careful as in all other your designs.—Aboard the Advantage, 7 August. 

Holograph. Endorsed: "1608." 1  

Calendar of the Cecil Papers in Hatfield House, Volume 20, 1608. Originally 

published by Her Majesty's Stationery Office, London, 1968. p (195 33.) 

Virginia Company of London 1606-1624 

Sir William was a Member of His Majestices’ Council for Virginia Company of London, 

1611/2. John de Port-St. John9 (William’s future brother-in-law), was also one of the members and 

investors of the Virginia Company of London.  

1618, Sir Edwin Sandys became the Treasurer of the Virginia Colony. Sandys sought to reward 

investors and so distributed 100 acres of land to each adventurer.10 Sir William St. John, Knight 

was one of those investors. It stands to reason William was granted land no later than 1618. Sandys 

also distributed 50 acres to each person who paid his or her own way and 50 acres more for each 

additional person they brought along. This was known as the Virginia headright system. This 

certainly encouraged the investors to recruit their friends and family into the colonies. This 

company was disbanded in 1624 due to financial failure and replaced by the New England 

Company, co-founded by another brother-in-law, Sir Allen Apsley (For financial reasons alone, 

 
9 Allen Apsley, husband to Lucy St. John was part of the New England Company in 1620 that formed the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, Sir William St. John; husband to Eleanor St. John was of the Virginia Company. John 

St. John, Lucy St. John and Eleanor St. John were all siblings and children of John St. John and Lucy Hungerford. 

Sir Francis Barrington was also part of the Virginia Company, father to Elizabeth Barrington, mother to Johanna 

Altham, mother-in-law to Oliver St. John. 
10 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/colonial/virginia/ 
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these companies were often disbanded and recreated with the same investors as the previous 

company. William St. John was involved with several ‘different’ companies by name only). Then 

the Massachusetts Bay Colony led to us finding records for Mathias St. John, Mathew St. John, 

Master Mathew Sention, Elizabeth St. John Whiting and others also coming to Colonial America 

as its early immigrants. 

 

Photo 1 Seal of the Virginia Company11 

November 8, 1616, the Virginia Company “allowed Captain Martin in reward ten shares of 

land in Virginia." He left England in April, 1617, in a pinnace (the Edwin, Capt. George Bar- 

grave?), and after a five weeks' passage arrived in Virginia about the 20th of May, probably the 

quickest passage then on record. He located his grant at Martin's Brandon, on the James; his patent 

was very broad: "he was to enjoye his landes in as lardge and ample manner, to all in- tentes and 

purposes, as any Lord of any Manours in England dothe holde his grounde," etc. This patent was 

complained of, and was the cause of the first contest in America on charter- rights between "The 

First House of Burgesses12” (July 30, 1619) and their "very loving friend, Captain John Martin13, 

Esquire, Master of the Ordinance." It was for some years “a bone of contention" in the colony and 

in the company, and forced him to make several trips to England. 

 
11 http://apva.org/rediscovery/page.php?page_id=22 
12 The Virginia House of Burgesses was the first legislative assembly of elected representatives in North 

America. The House was established by the Virginia Company, who created the body as part of an effort to 

encourage English craftsmen to settle in North America and to make conditions in the colony more agreeable for its 

current inhabitants. To encourage growth and stability, emigrants who paid their own way to Virginia would receive 

fifty acres of land. It made up the “lower house” of the Virginia General Assembly; where Virginia’s Governor’s 

Council made up the “upper house”. It is also known as the Virginia House of Delegates. The first meeting of the 

Virginia House wof Burgesses was to set the minimum price for tabacco. 
13 Research Opportunity: More about Captain John Martin: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Martin_(Jamestown) 
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In 1616 the Count Scarnafissi was sent to England as an ambassador from Charles Emmanuel 

I., surnamed “The Great Duke of Savoy," to negotiate for English aid against Spain in the war then 

waging between Savoy and that country. Scarnafissi granted sundry commissions for ships, under 

the protection of which they proposed to make prizes of Spanish vessels. Sir Robert Rich14 and 

others, late in 1616, sent two ships with these commissions to rove in the East Indies, where they 

became involved with the English East India fleet, thereby causing a bitter controversy between 

Rich and that company.  

Early Virginia Colony Census, 1607 

Sir William St. John appeared in the Virginia Colony as early as 1607.15 Since the title Sir is 

included, it seems most likely then that he was in the Virginia Colony after December 21, 1607 

(when he was knighted in Ireland) and before the calendar’s year change in the upcoming spring. 

Interestingly, this time-period follows Captain Christopher Newport’s expedition that left England 

with the Susan Constant, Godspeed and the Discovery on December 20, 1606. As a Ship Captain, 

William must have made his own way to the Virginia Colony if he was truly at the colony in 1607-

8.  

 

 
14 Eldest son of Robert, third Lord Rich ; born in May or June, 1587; made a Knight of the Bath at the 

coronation of King James, July 25, 1603 ; married Frances, daughter of Sir William Newport alias Hatton on 

February 12, 1605 ; licensed to travel for three years, January 9, 1610 ; M. P. Essex, 1614; member Bermudas 

Company, 1615. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Rich,_2nd_Earl_of_Warwick 
15 Jackson, Ron V., Accelerated Indexing Systems, comp.. Virginia Census, 1607-1890. Compiled and digitized 

by Mr. Jackson and AIS from microfilmed schedules of the U.S. Federal Decennial Census, territorial/state 

censuses, and/or census substitutes. 



13 Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638) 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638), 2021, p. 13 

Signed the 2nd Charter of Virginia, 1609 

Sir William St. John, knight, an incorporator of the Virginia Company’s Charters where he 

subscribed £75 and then paid £50 during the second charter;16 “Of Heighley [Uchel-olau or 

Highlight], in the County of Glamorgan, Knight”17 confirms for us, his origin, Highlight, 

Glamorgan, Wales. As a shareholder with the Virginia Company of London, William was involved 

in the creation of and signed the Second Charter of Virginia, May 23, 1609:  

 

Record 1 - Line Entry page 82 of ‘The Virginia Company of London’ charter of 1609 

Early Virginia Colony Census, 1611 

William St. John appeared again in the Virginia Colony in 1611.18  

 

 
16 £1 then equaled £20-£50 in 1897. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=IVtKAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA955&lpg=PA955&dq=%22M.C.%22+for+the+Va.+

Co.,+1612&source=bl&ots=BwGikYPM2d&sig=lyDhr-

g32hddzJa72nSUJvPXlNk&hl=en&sa=X&ei=O4ATU7TQGcrkyAGm6YH4Cg&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAQ#v=onepag

e&q=%22M.C.%22&f=false 
17 This record explicitly identifies the Virginia Colony census inhabitant of as William St. John of Highlight, 

Glamorgan, Wales and any identification to the contrary is in error linking him as any other St. John. 
18 Jackson, Ron V., Accelerated Indexing Systems, comp.. Virginia Census, 1607-1890. Compiled and digitized 

by Mr. Jackson and AIS from microfilmed schedules of the U.S. Federal Decennial Census, territorial/state 

censuses, and/or census substitutes. 
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Early Virginia Colony Census, 1612 

William St. John appeared again in the Virginia Colony in 1612.19  

 

Apprehended the pirate, James Harris, in Scotland, 1609 

William was described as “a distinguished naval officer;” July 3, 1609 by the Earl of 

Nottingham who sent by him to Salisbury with “a letter of commendations of the bearer, Sir 

William St. John, who has taken Harris, the pirate, on the Irish coast, and done good service 

off the West Islands of Scotland.”  But what soon came to light later that year was that while 

William was Captain and Commander of H.M.S. Advantage, an English Royal Navy Ship, he 

acted much like a pirate himself. After his own admiralty hearing, Sir William was fined for 

stealing some of the treasure he secured from the very pirates captured during a navy recovery 

expedition. This treasure was sent from Portugal to France by the owner of a French ship. The 

French ship was captured by a pirate who tried to take the treasure to Ireland. The following is an 

excerpt from “Robbery at Sea” by John W. Weatherford regarding the pirate, Captain James Harris 

and his run-in with Sir William St. John, Knight:20 

 
19 Jackson, Ron V., Accelerated Indexing Systems, comp.. Virginia Census, 1607-1890. Compiled and digitized 

by Mr. Jackson and AIS from microfilmed schedules of the U.S. Federal Decennial Census, territorial/state 

censuses, and/or census substitutes. 
20 Weatherford, John W. “Robbery at Sea” Crime and Punishment in the England of Shakespeare and Milton, 1570-1640, 

McFarland, Apr. 20, 2001. pps 91-94. 
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Pirates at Work (1608): Excerpts from “Robbery at Sea” 

Historians crisply distinguish the legal privateer, who was an instrument of state policy in 

wartime, from illegal pirate, a robber at sea. Queen Elizabeth on the other hand preferred to keep 

such things indefinite. She might be formally at war or at peace with Spain, but in practice much 

of the time she hovered vaguely in between. In this twilight labored privateers, pirates, and 

adventurers. Elizabeth habitually played ambiguity like a Stradivarius, and never more than in her 

relations with her seagoing subjects. Her successor, on the other hand, besides being by nature less 

tolerant of ambiguity, had a dislike for war, privateering, and piracy. King James made peace with 

Spain and prohibited further raids by his Scots, English, and Irish subjects on Spanish and 

Portuguese commerce. An unintended result of the king’s proclamation was a sudden economic 

depression among privateers and reciprocal increase in pure piracy, which he then moved to 

vigorously to extirpate. In the last days of 1609, 19 English pirates were conspicuously punished. 

Some were small fry, but these stories of the captains among them give a picture of sea rovers long 

before the classic age of Blood and Teach, who color the modern image of pirates. 

Captain Harris 

The middle class in the port of Bristol were largely merchants and sea captains trading in the 

Mediterranean, Africa, India, and the New World. James Harris came from this background, and 

when he grew up it was only natural for him to go to sea as his father had done before. He began 

in the reign of Elizabeth as purser aboard a “man of war,” which did not yet connote “Royal Navy.” 

It raided Spanish and Portuguese shipping and brought back the spoils to the Bristol merchants 

who had invested in the venture. After gaining wealth and reputation in this position of trust, James 

became master of his own ship, and fed such wealth to his backers that his ailing father wept with 

pride while his fellow aldermen discussed James at the city council. 

Fortune’s wheel, an emblem that haunted Elizabethans, abruptly turned against Captain Harris 

in the straits of Gibraltar. A “Turkish” ship approached to attack him, and he counterattacked. In 

the melee, he was captured and taken to Tunis. His head and beard were shaved and he was sold 

as a galley slave. A slow year passed, filled with toil, flogging, and hunger; then another year, and 

another. Depression had numbed him when, after three years of this, Harris had the surreal 

experience of being visited in Tunis by an English Captain Bishop, whom he had never met. 



16 Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638) 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638), 2021, p. 16 

Bishop knew about him from friends in Bristol, and when Bishop’s business called him to 

Tunis, he sought out this brown, bald, beardless bag of bones from prosperous Bristol. Bishop was 

a friendly sort, bringing news from home, and weeping to see where the wheel of fortune had put 

Harris. He left the slave with a few gold pieces. Soon after, Harris learned that Bishop had bought 

him for 300 ducats. Free, but something of a wreck, he stayed in Tunis with his benefactor, who 

paid all his expenses while he recuperated. 

To understand why some Englishmen were galley slaves in Tunis while others came and went 

in comfort, we must look beyond ideas of a holy war, Cross versus Crescent. On the lawless seas, 

Muslims and Christians robbed each other’s ships. That was one relationship. Another was for 

Muslims and Christians to rob in consort, and do business with each other. On English ships and 

in the ports of the Barbary coast there were pragmatists aplenty. Bishop and his like sold their loot 

and resided in Tunis, and its governor enjoyed his bribes. 

Captain Bishop brought Harris up to date on events he might have missed during his slavery. 

The political news was that Queen Elizabeth had died and James was now king. The economic 

news was that, in his great wisdom, and for reasons that it was not for subjects to know or enquire, 

the new king had made peace with Spain and revoked all permits for his subjects to raid Spanish 

and Portuguese shipping. The old privateering game is up, said Bishop, and Harris might consider 

his fortune. He could go back to Bristol and be welcomed home by relatives and old friends, and 

try to find employment in the shrunken market. If Harris wanted to do that, Bishop was ready to 

carry him to Bristol without charge. 

“But,” said Bishop, “if with me and my love to thee, thou wilt fasten they fortunes, I will call 

thee my brother, and in the riches I have gayned I will make thee a sharer.” He was offering the 

risks and rewards of a pirate’s career. 

Harris asked time to consider, but his decision was easy. He owed his life to Bishop. In the 

meantime, a friend of Bishop’s, a Captain Roup, came ashore to celebrate his successes, and Harris 

saw what a great wealth lay in piracy as Bishop and Roup conducted it. Harris joined them, and 

Bishop gave him a ship. For a time, the three took great loot in the Mediterranean, but Bishop was 

not feeling well, perhaps from excessive celebration at Tunis, and returned there, for recuperation 

and probably more celebration. A Captain Jennings joined them, and then Harris sailed off on his 
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own from Tunis. Bishop deducted nothing from Harris’s share to compensate for the ship he had 

given Harris. Storms frustrated Harris’s expedition, damaging rigging, illing some of the crew, and 

making many seasick. He made for Ireland and found refuge in Baltimore Bay on the coast of 

County Cork. 

Baltimore Bay, dotted with islets and surrounded by wild and sparsely populated hills and 

heath, made a good hiding place for pirates. Piracy made Baltimore a little boom town. 

Semiautonomous lords ruled the coast. The natives, known at the time as kerns, sold pirates 

supplies, food, and water. Exotic booty was traded in this bucolic area: wines, jewels, ivory tusks. 

The balance between confidence and betrayal was a fragile one. A pirate who left the lawless sea 

for the lawless heath left his own element for the element of the kerns. Still, Harris completed his 

business, repairing the ship and taking on supplies and some fresh crew members. 

He returned to the Mediterranean coast of Spain, and captured a French ship, the Margaret, 

carrying sugar from Lisbon to Southern France. Stowed below the sugar law 8,000 French crowns. 

After taking some of the sugar and all of the crowns, Harris let the Margaret proceed to France. 

Next he stopped a Dutch ship larger than his own and made the Dutch trade ships. With this, after 

a brief fight, he boarded the Mary, a French wine ship out of St. Malo. While Harris was on the 

deck of the Mary, his lieutenant Jerome Lockey went below and beat the wine merchant with 

cables until he revealed a well-hidden 800 silver dollars. When Lockey dutifully delivered them 

to him, he scolded Lockey for his cruelty; but he took the money just the same. 

Harris now had a cargo to sell, and his ship needed repairs. IT was time, he felt, to go back to 

Baltimore Bay. This decision struck his officers and crew as stupid. The Dutch and French captains 

were both bound for England and would by now have reported Harris’s name and description to 

the admiralty. By now it would also be known that he had been using Baltimore Bay. Harris 

however insisted, and back to Baltimore Bay they sailed. 

In London, the privy council examined the French and Dutch reports and sent a king’s ship to 

Ireland under Sir William Saint John. His mission was not to chase Harris, but to clear pirates out 

of the coast of Cork and deny them a base. Sir William placed observers on the mountains over 

Baltimore Bay, with instructions to signal him if they saw any ship coming in. He hid his ship 
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behind one of the islets, and was able to surprise and corner Harris. Harris and his crew had just 

time, as they gloomily watched Sir William approach in his longboat, to agree on a story. 

 Their story was that Harris was bound to obey his rescuer Captain Bishop, and that in 

everything he had done he was only following Bishop’s orders. In fact, the tale went, Bishop had 

been in Baltimore Bay with them before their last departure. Luckily, a storm had allowed them to 

escape from Bishop’s control, and of course the very first thing Harris and his crew did was to 

rush back to Baltimore, like the dutiful subjects they were, to yield themselves to the king’s mercy. 

Sir William politely told Harris that if this were true he would be his friend, but to have the truth 

sifted he must send him and his crew as prisoners to Dublin. 

From Dublin they were taken to Bristol, a touching homecoming for Harris. His sympathetic 

friends gave him enough money to live as a gentlemen prisoner. When admiralty officials in Bristol 

examined him, his story fell apart. He was sent in December, 1609, to Newgate, handed along the 

way from sheriff to sheriff, but accompanied for comfort and support by his loyal brother. From 

Newgate he was carted to the Marshalsea prison, where he found a familiar prisoner, Captain 

Jennings of Barbary Coast days. Jennings was throwing snowballs in the prison yard, and when he 

had finished with this pastime, he greeted his old acquaintance. That eccentric captain brought 

Jennings up to date from their farewell at Tunis. 

1610 William St. John is Accused of Piracy 

February 6, 1610, John Hopkins, alderman of Bristol, wrote “to Lord Admiral Nottingham, 

that Sir William St. John has taken a fly boat of 100 tons.” William, on the H.M.S. Advantage, 

captured the pirate and in turn stole some of the treasure for himself. Despite earlier praises, he 

was later reprimanded for his actions, but the reprimand seemed to have no significant 

consequence on his ultimate career.  

1611 Admiralty Court Sentences William St. John 

1611. Sentence condemning the captain of H.M.S. Advantage in the value of gold captured by 

him from a pirate: - Adm. Ct. Libels 75, No. 234’ 
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…Therefore we, Daniel Dun… [in common form21] … pronounce, decree, and declare, 

that the said Oliver Piquet and his company, in the month of May, 1609, were owners, 

proprietors, and possessors of 8000 golden crowns of Spanish money and bullion, and of a 

ring of gold set with a precious stone called a diamond;  And that in the port of Lisbon they 

shipped the said 8000 crows and ring of gold in a French ship called the Margarete of 

Morbian, with intent to have them carried from there to the port of Vannes in France; And 

that one James Harris, a notorious and well-known pirate, with his accomplices, in a 

piratical ship, fell in with the French ship on her passage from Lisbon to Vannes, and 

attacked her, and piratically and with force captured her, and brought her into their own 

power, and taking out of her the said 8000 crowns and ring of gold, took them into their 

own piratical ship, and spoiled the said Oliver Piquet and his associates of the same, and 

afterwards carried them to Baltimore, a place on the coast of Ireland, whither they sailed; 

And that the aforesaid James Harris and his accomplices, all and singular, who were parties 

to the spoil, as soon as they entered the port of Baltimore, and before they had come ashore, 

being on board their pirate ship, were together all the [said] things and sums of money, 

captured by the aforesaid Sir William St. John, the captain and commander of the King’s 

ship called the Advantage;  And that the said Sir William St. John, in the port of 

Baltimore, and within the jurisdiction of the Admiralty of England, took into and has in his 

possession and custody the said pirate ship, and all the things and sums of money brought 

to Baltimore, and also the said pirates, before they landed, and, by his own confession, 

disposed of [the ring and money] at his will. Therefore we further pronounce, decree, and 

declare, that the aforesaid Sir William St. John, Knight, ought to be obliged and 

compelled to restore, hand, and deliver to the aforesaid Oliver Piquet and his associates the 

sum of £163 of Spanish money and £105 in gold so captured and spoiled as aforesaid, if it 

is in existence, and if not, its true value, which we assess at the sum of £268 of lawful 

English money; And by this our definitive sentence …[in common form] … him, Sir 

William St. John, Knight, in the said sum of £268 … and in costs. 

Henry Marten22 

Daniel Dun. 

 
21 The original Latin sentence is omitted 
22 The future judge. 
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Richard Trevor. 

1611, Autobiography of Phineas Pett 

From the Autobiography of Phineas Pett we find this account for William St. John in April, 

1611.23 

Anno 1611. There passed little worth note till towards the end of April, this present year; 

and the 29th day of this month, being on a Monday, I was by the Prince’s Highness’ 

command sent for to come to London, to be at Westminster with Sir Robert Mansell that 

night at supper. The message came to me between 2 and 3 [of the] clock in the afternoon. 

I presently caused my horses to be taken up and made ready, and presently took horse and 

according to the appointment came thither by seven that night, where I found Sir Robert 

Mansell and Sir Oliver Cromwell expecting my coming. 

The next morning Sir Robert Mansell and myself repaired to St. James, where I received 

from the Prince’s own mouth his Highness’ intent to make a private journey to Chatham, 

and to go down in his barges round about by Queenborough; giving me straight charge I 

should acquaint none with it, but make preparation for his lodging and diet and his small 

train in Chatham. Mr. Legatt’s house being appointed the place to receive his own person. 

So, being taught my lesson, I returned to Chatham, taking present order for the preparing 

of all things for his entertainment. 

There was a small merchantman bound for the East Country, which was purposely sent 

down into Tilbury Hope, to ride there, to refresh his Highness on board her and to relieve 

the watermen; to which purpose she was quaintly fitted with all things, and a great breakfast 

prepared for that purpose, Sir William St. John24 having the charge of seeing it 

performed, being as Captain of the ship for present. 

 
23 https://archive.org/details/cu31924005838382 Page 88 
24 A Captain of the Navy, commended by Nottingham to Salisbury in 1609 for having taken Harris the pirate on 

the Irish coast and done good service off the West Islands of Scotland (Cal. S.P.D., July 3, 1609) 

https://archive.org/details/cu31924005838382


21 Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638) 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638), 2021, p. 21 

Vice Admiral of HMS Adventure 

William St. John was a Vice Admiral of a ship called Adventure. In the Great Britain Royal 

Commission on Historical Manuscripts several letters are reproduced that detail the accounts 

entitled [the] Boatswains of Adventure and Garland. They begin with the following text:   

Sir Henry Mervyn25 is already come down and lieth on board the ship where he hath sent 

for some of Sir W[illiam]. St. John’s gentlemen, which are very many.  

This statement points out the social class associated with William’s ship crew. It suggests, 

almost explicitly, that William’s crew was not only of the gentleman social class but that they 

belonged to him as in his subjects of Uchel-olau; those would be the only gentleman over whom 

he might have authority. The statement did not say they were the King’s men or the Navy’s men; 

nor did the statement describe them as indentured servants who served as the ship’s crew.26 They 

were Sir William’s gentlemen. In this time, gentleman referred to a social class and not a common 

man’s moral behavior. The letters are organized by date, and detail some interesting activity by 

William and the letters also illuminate his value as a Vice Admiral.  

1622-3 March 5. London. J. Coke to Mr. Secretary Conway, at Newmarket. (Copy): 

States for the King’s directions that Sir H. Mervyn is come to Portsmouth, and lieth aboard 

the Guardland [Garland], and consulteth much with Sir. W[illiam]. St. John’s followers 

as pressed men to carry away the sugars which yet remain aboard the French ship, now the 

King’s. One Cornwallis Blagge was in one of the French vessels that took and rifled the 

ship, and he knoweth the whole carriage of the business. A messenger hath him in his 

hands, and will carry him first to Mr. Secretary Calvert, and then by his direction bring him 

to be examined by us. I recommend that Lords send a messenger for brining Sir H. 

Mervyn27 up to London. Concerning the prince’s servants, but 100/ is demanded for their 

transportation and charges, which will be no ill bargain, yet my Lord Carey promiseth to 

 
25 Research Opportunity: This Sir Henry Mervyn in 1623 appears related to Mary Merwin Tinker Collins and is 

the connection between Mathias St. John marrying Mary Tinker in 1627. 

https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=PZUNAAAAQAAJ 
26 Thomas St. John’s son, Thomas was a maryner 
27 Sir Henry Mervyn, Knight (1583 – 1646): http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1604-

1629/member/mervyn-sir-henry-1583-1646 
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save thereof what he can to the king. I beseech your Honour to say or call back Sir 

W[illiam]. St. John, if he offer to go hence. 

1622-3 February 10. H.M. Dock near Portsmouth, Matthew Brooek to the Lord Marquis of 

Buckingham, Lord High Admiral of England: 

The prize was a French ship, which riding at an anchor in Viana roads one Captain 

Peterson, a Fleming, took her and put Dutch men into her. The first port the prize arrived 

at was Plymouth, where Sir Henry Mervyn seized upon her, and as is said Sir Henry 

Mervyn bought her of Peterson with the sugars and ordinance in her. The ship itself was 

given to Peterson’s company. The sugars he unchested into casks, whereof fifteen 

hogsheads were delivered to Sir William St. John, twenty sold at Plymouth, thirty-nine 

are yet aboard the ship, and the rest I cannot learn what is become of them. 

1622-3, March 7. J. Coke to Mr. Secretary Conway. (Draft): 

Stating evidence for and against Sir H. Mervyn and other officers respecting the taking of 

the French ship Croissant and the dealing with her cargo. To employ them at this time 

would be a kind of justification of them against the Ambassador’s complaints. The most 

moderate form of holding them in suspense may be by letters from yourself or Mr. 

Secretary Calvert to signify His Majesty’s pleasure generally to Sir H. Mervyn and Sir 

William St. John that they leave their ships for the time and repair to London and attend 

the commission, and then to Sir Richard Bingley28, or whom else His Majesty maketh 

choice of, to take charge of the Adventure for that voyage now in hand. 

1623, October 17. John Coke to the Duke of Buckingham. (Copy) 

A light for Goodwin Sands. The Dutch to contribute. Dungeness light. Captain Nutt, a 

pirate, has procured a pardon; yet his goods are forfeited to the Lord Admiral. Injurious 

delay in judgment of the Admiralty Court in the cases of Steuart’s ship at Portsmouth and 

the ship with the sugars taken by Sir W[illiam]. St. John. 

 
28 Research Opportunity: more about Sir Ralph Bingley and his brothers Richard and William. 

http://www.therjhuntercollection.com/resources/essays-on-plantation-and-print-culture/sir-ralph-bingley-c-1570-

1627-ulster-planter/ 
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1623, April 1. Theobalds. Fulk Grevyl, Lord Brooke to His Majesty’s Commissioners of the 

Navy.  

The king directs me to return the examinations concerning certain Rochelle ships and you 

yourselves shall make choice of some learned and sincere civilian to join with the Attorney-

General to sum up the whole business that his Majesty may enlighten his own judgement 

and use justice with an equal and merciful hand. You are to take care that the parties are 

safely guarded and forth coming (Sir H. Mervyn and Sir W[illiam]. St. John) 

In April 1623, William was in significant legal trouble as he was listed as a defendant in the 

“prosecution of Admiral Sir Henry Mervyn and Vice Admiral Sir William St. John before the 

admiralty court.”29  In spite of these situations, his career in the English Royal Navy seems to 

have continued until at least 1632 which is the same year Mathias Sension is recorded in 

Dorchester, Massachusetts.  

 1632, July 31. – Draft Warrant for the Royal Signet dated at Oatands, and signed “Abraham 

Williams,” directing that a legacy by will of James Blackleeche of 100/. “to be for and towards 

the maintenance of His Majesty’s wars now intended beyond the seas as is supposed for the 

recovering the King’s Sister’s children their country” be paid to Sir William St. John, 

Knight.”  

Private Business Adventures 

In addition to his involvement with England’s Navy, William was also involved in several 

private business adventures. The Virginia Company of London was a joint-stock company formed 

to bring a profit to its shareholders and establish an English Colony in what is now, America. The 

company received its first charter from King James I in 1606 after the late 1580s colonization 

attempt by Sir Walter Raleigh failed. Shares were bought at a cost of £12 10s and the investors 

shared in the success or failure of the venture. One of those investors was Sir William St. John, 

knight. Sir William was also the owner of the Guinea Company that was responsible for the first 

attempts for the colonization of Africa and finding gold there.  

 
29 http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Ryves,_Thomas_(DNB00) 
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The early colonists of America had a responsibility to make a profit for the stockholders of the 

Virginia Company hoping to find gold and other gems like previously found in Africa. In both of 

these adventures, Sir William was not overly successful but his efforts pioneered the later success 

of others. In Africa, Sir William built the first English fort and setup a factory to mine gold. He 

may also have been involved in early African Slave trading which began occurring at this same 

time while he was Governor of the colony. Ultimately, his Guinea Company suffered severe 

financial losses even though several strategies were employed to make profit. Those efforts 

included trading clothing products for gold and exporting timber, likely redwood. He also sold 

licenses to other adventurers to setup business in Africa. Ultimately, Sir William’s Guinea 

Company failed. He was accused of having a monopoly with his charter so it was revoked. Later 

investors, after Sir William’s death, found greater success in Africa with gold, trade and slaves, 

where they built upon his earlier attempts.  

A similar fate besieged William in Colonial America. The colonists sent to America were too 

busy trying to survive that efforts to bring a profit to the Virginia Company were insufficient. 

Leadership problems, sickness, Indian assaults, poor food and water supplies and class strife were 

chief among the issues the colony suffered. In 1609, the Virginia Company received its Second 

Charter, which allowed the Company to choose its new governor from amongst its shareholders. 

Investment boomed as the Company launched an intensive recruitment campaign. Over 600 

colonists set sail for Virginia between March 1608 and March 1609. Unfortunately for these new 

settlers, Sir Thomas Gates, Virginia's deputy governor, bound for the colony, was shipwrecked in 

Bermuda and did not assume his new post until 1610. When he arrived, he found only a fraction 

of the colonists had survived the infamous "Starving Time" of 1609-1610. Despite new marketing 

techniques, the company still struggled to make a profit; its debt soared and continued to increase 

even after a third charter provided a short-term resolution. In March 1622, the Company's and the 

colony's situation went from dire to disastrous when the Powhatan Indians staged an uprising 

which wiped out a quarter of the European population of Virginia. When a fourth charter, severely 

reducing the Company's ability to make decisions in the governing of Virginia, was proposed by 

the Crown, subscribers rejected it. King James I forthwith changed the status of Virginia in 1624. 

The Virginia Company of London, so far as achieving its aims as a profitable stockholding 

company, was another dismal failure for William. Despite numerous creative and desperate 

attempts to make Virginia stable and financially successful, the investors never achieved a profit, 
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while the colonists suffered from the factionalism and mismanagement by the administration on 

the other side of the Atlantic.30   

Burgess of Portsmouth, England 1614    

A burgess is a person with municipal authority or privileges, in particular; such as an inhabitant 

of a town or borough with full rights of citizenship. It also could mean a Member of Parliament 

for a borough, corporate town, or university. By 1614, William St. John was clearly a member of 

the English Royal Navy and the crown had a dock near Portsmouth so it isn’t unreasonable to 

assume he was an inhabitant of the area. But also by 1611, William was a member of His Majesties 

council for the Virginia Company of London. It seems most likely that William appearing as a 

Burgess of Portsmouth was similar to one being named to the Virginia House of Burgesses. In 

Virginia, the legislature of Virginia was the House of Burgesses was from 1619-1776. It was the 

first legislative assembly of elected representatives in North America and governed in conjunction 

with a colonial governor. Therefore, it seems we should not confuse the more modern definition 

of citizenship with its more ancient use as elected Member of Parliament. From the Journals of All 

the Parliaments During the Reign of Queen Elizabeth: Both of the House of Lords and House of 

Commons, page 628, specifically from the Journal of the House of Commons, 30 Nov 1584, a 

Thomas Bodley was elected Burgess of Portsmouth.  

It was the policy of Queen Elizabeth to favor and promote the power and importance of 

Corporations, in order to counterpoise the influence of the nobility in the state; and by that means 

shelter the crown from danger in that quarter. Letters Patent and Charters of Incorporation were 

accordingly granted to several places in the kingdom; and many boroughs which had not before 

enjoyed that privilege, were summoned to send representatives to the Commons House of 

Parliament. Queen Elizabeth, in 1600, after setting forth her grant or charter for that Borough of 

Portsmouth was then governed by a Mayor, two Bailiffs, two Constables, and other public officers, 

and had been so time immemorial, gave the Corporation a power of electing Justices of the Peace, 

and appointed the Corporate Body to be stiled by the name of Mayor and Burgesses. This Charter 

remained in full force until 1627.31 It seems most reasonable to then acknowledge Sir William St. 

 
[30] http://www.nps.gov/jame/historyculture/the-virginia-company-of-london.htm 
31 

https://books.google.com/books?id=7aZfAAAAcAAJ&dq=Burgesses+of+Portsmouth&source=gbs_navlinks_s 
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John, Knight was also an elected Member of the House of Commons, representing Portsmouth, in 

1614, while most certainly representing one of his many personal business interests and 

corporations.32 This then most likely leads to William being admitted to one of the Four Inns of 

Court, Lincoln’s Inn, in 1616. 

Heir of Uchel-olau, 1616 

In April 1616, we find in the will of Christopher St. John, that his first born son and heir was 

this same William St. John, Knight and he fully inherited the manor of Highlight officially upon 

the death of his father even though he was appointed to this position several years earlier, making 

him a feudal landlord and landed gentry. Christopher’s other sons are also mentioned in order of 

succession:  Thomas St. John is mentioned as the father to Christopher St. John, and Oliver St. 

John is mentioned as the father to another William St. John.33 

Sir Walter Raleigh, 1616 

In 1616 Sir Walter Raleigh is said to have paid Sir William St. John and Sir Edward Villers34 

the sum of £1,500 for their influence in securing his release from prison, and Sir William is said 

to have afterwards proposed to effect his pardon also, for the additional sum of £1,500; “but, upon 

the counsels of Lord Bacon35, the ill-fated Raleigh rejected this overture.” 

Walter Raleigh & El Dorado, 1617-1618 

In 1594, Walter Raleigh, an English aristocrat, writer, poet, soldier, politician, courtier, spy, 

and explorer, heard of a "City of Gold" in South America and sailed to find it, publishing an 

exaggerated account of his experiences in a book that contributed to the legend of "El Dorado". 

After Queen Elizabeth died in 1603, Raleigh was imprisoned in the Tower36, this time for being 

involved in the Main Plot against King James I, who was not favorably disposed toward him. In 

1616, he was released to lead a second expedition in search of El Dorado. This was unsuccessful, 

 
32 'Extracts from the Portsmouth Records' by Robert East pub. 1893 
33 Inference: William St. John was a feudal landholder in Glamorgan, Wales while also being in other global 

locations and involved in other global activities and also appears to have established residences in Colonial America 

and Glamorgan Wales at the same time. 
34 Research Opportunity: More about Sir Edward Villiers: 

http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1604-1629/member/villiers-sir-edward-1585-1626 
35 Research Opportunity: More about Sir Francis Bacon: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Bacon 
36  In 1591, he secretly married Elizabeth Throckmorton, one of the Queen's ladies-in-waiting, without the 

Queen's permission, for which he and his wife were sent to the Tower of London. 
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and men under his command ransacked a Spanish outpost. He returned to England and, to appease 

the Spanish, was arrested and executed in 1618. 

There are a few records that indicate Walter Raleigh and Sir William St. John were close 

associates, if not once-friends; whether this relationship was fueled by greed or concern, it is 

unclear. It seems Sir William St. John in 1616, was instrumental in arranging Walter Raleigh’s 

release from prison (possibly upon bribe) to begin the second Guiana voyage and in 1618, after it 

failed and he was rearrested, he may have attempted to help him once again but Raleigh rejected 

the effort because he had his own plan to escape. In a detailed account about Sir Lewis Stukeley 

these events are described in 1618:37 

Meanwhile Raleigh directed his wife Bess and Captain King to make haste to London to 

arrange for a vessel to be moored off Tilbury to await Sir Walter's arrival. King engaged 

Cotterell, an old servant of Raleigh's, to find the boat; he sent King to an old boatswain of his 

who vowed to ready a suitable ketch for Raleigh at Tilbury. The plan began to unravel when 

the boatswain revealed these arrangements to a third party. Immediately Sir William St. John, 

a captain of one of the king's ships, rode to meet Stukeley and his prisoner whom he 

encountered at Bagshot to the south-west of London. Stukeley then confided in Sir William a 

series of charges against Raleigh that he was to put before King James. The next day Stukeley 

had yet another matter to lay before the king: Le Chesneée, the interpreter of the French 

Embassy, visited Sir Walter at Brentford and brought with him a message from Le Clerc, agent 

for the King of France, offering him a passage on board a French vessel, together with letters 

of introduction which would secure him an honourable reception in Paris. Raleigh thanked him 

for this, but declined saying he had already made arrangements for an escape. 

It isn’t clear if William was actively involved in trying to help Raleigh or just seeing to his 

financial interests. An example of a possible financial relationship is indicated: “Stucley persuaded 

Rawleigh to land at Gravesend, the strange wherry which had dogged them landing at the same 

time; these were people belonging to Mr. Herbert and Sir William St. John, who, it seems, had 

formerly shared in the spoils of this unhappy hero.”38 But in a personal letter by James Howell 

 
37 http://www.devonperspectives.co.uk/lewis_stukeley.html 
38 ‘SECRET HISTORY OF SIR WALTER RAWLEIGH’ from Curiosities of Literature by Isaac Disraeli. p. 

455; https://archive.org/stream/curiositiesoflit31disr#page/n7/mode/2up 
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dated May 6, 1645, nearly three decades after Walter Raleigh’s execution, he wrote: “I believe 

without any scruple what you write that Sir William St John made an overture unto him of 

procuring his pardon for £1500, but whether he could have effected it I doubt a little, when he had 

come to negotiate it really. But I extremely wonder how that old sentence which had lain dormant 

above sixteen years against Sir Walter Raleigh could have been made use of to take off his head 

afterwards, considering that the Lord Chancellor Verulam, as you write, told him positively (as 

Sir Walter was acquainting him with that proffer of Sir William St John for a pecuniary pardon) 

in these words, " Sir, the knee timber of your voyage is money; spare your purse in this particular, 

for upon my life you have a sufficient pardon for all that is passed already, the King having under 

his broad seal made you admiral of your fleet, and given you power of the martial law over your 

officers and soldiers."”39 

‘In life of Walter Raleigh 1552-1618’, James Augustus St. John writes about the same bribe 

making it appear to be a 1616 event, “[George] Villiers, as I have said, had relatives needy and 

unscrupulous; and two of these, Sir William St. John and Sir Edward Villiers, his uncles, undertook 

for fifteen hundred pounds to accomplish Raleigh's release and entire pardon. Only a moiety, 

however, of that sum was paid, and therefore the release was conceded, but not the pardon. It was 

believed at the time that Raleigh neglected to complete the transaction through the persuasions of 

Bacon, who represented to him that the money would be better laid out in preparations for his 

voyage, since the royal commission with which he was to sail would in all respects be equivalent 

to a pardon. But the story rests on too slender a foundation to be relied upon. Bacon, who with the 

other crown lawyers drew up the commission, would have seen that it contained abundant 

openings, through which fatal bolts might be aimed at Raleigh's life, and could not therefore 

honestly have given the counsel attributed to him.”40 

More information about this “bribe” is mentioned in ‘Sir Walter Raleigh: Being a True and 

Vivid Account of the Life and Times of by Raleigh Trevelyan regarding Raleigh’s 1616 Release 

where he wrote,41 

 
39 The Familiar letters of James Howell (MDCCCVII); https://archive.org/details/familliarletters019621mbp 
40 http://archive.org/stream/lifeofsirwalterr02stjouoft/lifeofsirwalterr02stjouoft_djvu.txt 
41 P 456 

http://books.google.com/books?id=pq8j7k0LaR4C&pg=PA528&lpg=PA528&dq=Walter+Raleigh+%22William+St
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By early 1616 the release of Raleigh from the Tower seemed inevitable. James was under 

pressure from Winwood and other enthusiasts in the anti-Spanish faction, and whether he liked 

it or not Raleigh’s popularity as a symbolic (or relic) of a lost golden age had been steadily 

increasing. Apart from this, if all that Raleigh had been claiming about Guiana gold were true, 

an addition to the Exchequer would be exceedingly welcome. 

Raleigh had also had the idea of involving young Villers. The rumour went about, which 

was probably correct, that he had given bribes for 750 each to Sir Edward Villiers, the 

favourite’s half-brother, and Sir William St. John, a cousin of Sir Edward’s wife. On 17 March 

he was writing to Villers: ‘You have by your mediation put me again into the world … if it 

[the Guiana expedition] succeed well a great part of the honour shall be yours, and if I do not 

make it profitable unto you I shall show myself exceeding ungrateful.’ 

In a letter to the National Library of Wales concerning Bute 8214, Agnes Latham42 writes: It 

must have been written when Ralegh was leaving on his last Guiana voyage, in March 1617. Titc 

(or Tate) the anchor-smith had supplied ironwork for his flag-ship, the Destiny. William St. John, 

of Highlight in Glamorgan was a naval captain, related to Buckingham (George Villiers, Duke of 

Buckingham) who was acting Lord Admiral. He [William St. John] and Ralegh's cousin Herbert 

(I think a Powis Herbert, tenuously related to Lady Ralegh) had something to do with the financing 

of the voyage. When it turned out a complete disaster and Ralegh was under house-arrest for 

attacking a Spanish settlement he tried to escape to France, and St. John and Herbert hunted him 

down. The Destiny was confiscated and St. John begged her (presumably in return for services 

rendered), but Lionel Cranston advised Buckingham (George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham) to 

keep her and satisfy St. John some other way, since she was a superb vessel:43 By Raleigh’s closing 

signature, it seems fair to conclude he and Sir William St. John, knight were indeed friends and 

that St. John’s efforts in the alleged bribe were in fact to save his friend’s life.  

Bute 8214 

Sr. William St. Johns, besyds the monie dew to Tite  

 
.+John%22&source=bl&ots=SwURYyKgnA&sig=hFDai1D_OnWgEmkvCAJkZBrGfNc&hl=en&sa=X&ei=OhfY

U7f0F4iNyATKrIGIBg&ved=0CCUQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=St.%20John&f=false 
42 Miss Agnes Latham of Pickering in North Yorkshire, now deceased, was at present engaged in preparing and 

editing the complete letters of Ralegh for publication 
43 http://welshjournals.llgc.org.uk/browse/viewobject/llgc-id:1286658/article/000040936 
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the anker Smith / ther is fifty pound that this bearer  

Willim; Eton hath given bond for to a linen  

Draper for shirtts for the companie / I pray yow 

 to speake with Mr Herbert the pencioner that  

he will satisfy yt. fifty pound out of my Cusen  

Herberts monie / & in the meane while free  

this poore man who hath bine arrested for it. 

 

your lovinge frinde 

W. Ralegh 

 

from Lee reddy  

to sett sayle this  

19th of March.  

 

     This next letter was written by Sir William St. John, knight May 30, 1618 while difficult to 

read and fully transcribe mentions Sir Walter Raleigh:44 

 
44 I have not been able to transcribe the letter fully but it does mention Sir Walter Raleigh 
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The Guinea Company, 1618-1624 

History of the Guinea Company from Wikipedia: 

The Company of Adventurers of London Trading to the Ports of Africa, more commonly 

known as "The Guinea Company" was the first private company to colonize Africa for 

profit. It was a trading company primarily exporting redwood (used for dyes) from the 

western parts of Africa, mostly through Guinea and Sierra Leone. At its height, the Guinea 

Company owned and operated 15 cargo ships. 

The King of England, James I, granted the company a 31-year monopoly on the exportation 

of goods from West Africa to be imported into England. In 1624 Parliament declared The 

Guinea Company’s monopoly a grievance, despite the company suffering from financial 

difficulties. However, it was not until 7 years after being founded and a year after 

parliament’s opposition when Nicholas Crispe became the principal organizer and 

profiteer in 1625. With this newfound success, it also brought along a more resounding 

impression of objection from England. The Guinea Company had a great deal of growth 

with Nicholas Crispe, who had become the primary stock holder and benefactor in 1628. 

Nicholas Crispe got most of his royal support through the building of trading forts on 

the Gold Coast of Komenda and Kormantin. The King, James I, saw them as a great value 

to future of England–Africa trade. 

The Guinea Company had touched on many different trades, one of which was gold, which 

in the beginning was its primary objective. Yet, it was not to succeed through this trade. 

From the years 1618 to 1621, 3 expeditions were made up the Gambia River to collect 

gold, as it was thought that there was much gold to be found. No profits were made, and 

after the third trip the company accumulated a loss of ₤5,600, which was a great deal of 

money during this era as Nicholas Crispe had purchased the majority of the company’s 

shares for less than ₤800. After Crispe had failed in leading the company in finding gold 

along the Gambia River, it resorted to the collection of redwood from Sierra Leone as its 

main export. 

In 1631 a new charter was formed and granted to the "Company of Merchants Trading to 

Guinea". Like the first charter in 1618, this too was for 31 years, but it was from Cape 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trading_company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_I_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Nicholas_Crispe,_1st_Baronet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_Coast_(region)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Komenda
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Blanco to the Cape of Good Hope. While it may seem to outsiders as a completely new 

trading company, it was not. Much of the members were in fact associated with The Guinea 

Company, including Nicholas Crispe. By creating a new name for themselves, it gave them 

more opportunities in expanding their industry, particularly in the Eastern part of Sierra 

Leone as a means for gathering gold. In 1632 gold factories were made in Komenda, 

Kormantin, and Winneba. Up until the year 1650, 3 additional factories soon followed: 

Anomabu, Takoradi, and Cabo Corso. Along with gold as the main source of income, ships 

were sent east to Benin to retrieve cloth where it would be brought back and sold for gold. 

It is estimated that Nicholas Crispe and his company made a profit of over ₤500,000 

through the gold they had collected within the 11–12 years after 1632. 

In the coming years of 1640, Nicholas Crispe and his trading company had once again been 

put under political pressure from England. In 1640, parliament ordered him to give up his 

monopoly on Guinea. And it was in 1644 when his of the company were taken away, 

[clarification needed] and the company was later handed on to merchants who supported 

the parliament. 

The achievements of the Guinea trade company have for the most part been unappreciated 

and gone unacknowledged. [citation needed] They played a significant role in the history 

of trade and development all along the west coast of Africa. As well as bringing in England 

into the gold trade through the Gold Coast. 

According to British parliamentary records, the company also appears to have been 

involved in the trade of enslaved Africans. 

The following excerpt about Sir William St. John, knight comes from The Journal of Negro 

History, Volume 4, 1919 Chapter 1: Early Dutch and English Trade to West Africa: 

In 1581 the seven United Provinces of the Netherlands declared their independence of 

Spain. As the intrepid Dutch sailors ventured out from their homeland they met not only 

the ships of their old master, Philip II, but those of the Portuguese as well. Since the 

government of Portugal had just fallen into the hands of Philip II the Dutch ships could 

expect no more consideration from Portuguese than from Spanish vessels. Notwithstanding 

the manifest dangers the prospects of obtaining the coveted products of the Portuguese 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ras_Nouadhibou
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colonies inspired the Dutch to such a great extent that in 1595 Bernard Ereckson sailed to 

the west coast of Africa, at that time usually called Guinea. There he and the Dutch who 

followed him discovered that the Portuguese had long occupied the trading points along 

the coast, and had erected forts and factories wherever it seemed advisable for the purpose 

of defense and trade. The Dutch merchants and sailors turned their dangerous situation into 

an opportunity to despoil the weakened Portuguese of their forts and settlements in Africa.  

On August 25, 1611, the Dutch made a treaty with a native prince by which a place called 

Maurée was ceded to them. In the following year they erected a fort at that place which 

they named Fort Nassau. Shortly after this, in 1617, they bought the island of Goree at 

Cape Verde from the natives in that region. Four years later the West India Company was 

formed, its charter including not only the West Indies and New Amsterdam but also the 

west coast of Africa. This new organization found much in the new world to occupy its 

attention but it did not neglect the Guinea coast. The Dutch realized that the African trade 

was indispensable to their West India colonies as a means of supplying slave labor. 

Hostilities, therefore, were continued against the Portuguese who still had possession of 

the principal part of the African trade. In 1625 the Dutch made a vigorous attempt to 

capture the main Portuguese stronghold, St. George d'Elmina which had been founded on 

the Gold Coast in 1481. They were unsuccessful at that time but in 1637 Prince Maurice of 

Nassau with 1,200 men succeeded in capturing this base of the Portuguese trade. In 1641 

a ten years' truce was signed between Portugal and the United Provinces, but before the 

news of the truce had reached the coast of Guinea the Dutch had taken another of the 

Portuguese strongholds at Axim which, according to the terms of the treaty, they were 

permitted to retain. From these various places factories were settled along the coast, and 

treaties made with the native rulers. Furthermore, in the treaty of peace, August 6, 1661, 

the Dutch retained the forts and factories which they had conquered from the Portuguese 

on the African coast. After the truce of 1641 and the peace of 1661, therefore, the Dutch 

regarded themselves as having succeeded to the exclusive claims of the Portuguese to a 

large portion of the west coast of Africa including a monopoly of the trade to the Gold 

Coast. 
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Although it was the Dutch who succeeded in depriving the Portuguese of the most 

important part of the West African coast, the interest shown by the English in this region 

can be traced back to a much earlier date. In 1481, when two Englishmen were preparing 

an expedition to the Guinea coast, John II, king of Portugal, despatched an ambassador to 

the English king, to announce the overlordship of Guinea which he had recently assumed, 

and to request that the two Englishmen should refrain from visiting the Guinea coast. 

Edward IV complied with this request. [6] Thereafter no English expedition to Guinea was 

attempted until 1536 when William Hawkins, father of the famous John Hawkins, made 

the first of three voyages to Africa during which he also traded to Brazil. Again in 1553 

Hawkins sent an expedition to the Gold Coast. Near Elmina the adventurers sold some of 

their goods for gold, and then proceeded to Benin where they obtained pepper, or "Guinea 

graines," and elephants' teeth. After losing two-thirds of the crew from sickness the 

expedition returned to England. In the following year another expedition under Hawkins' 

direction secured several slaves in addition to a large amount of gold and other products. 

Also, in the years 1555, 1556, 1557, William Towrson made three voyages to the Guinea 

coast in which his ships were harassed by the Portuguese, who attempted to prevent them 

from trading. English cloth and iron wares were in such demand, however, that 

notwithstanding this opposition a lucrative trade was obtained. 

Beginning with 1561 Queen Elizabeth lent her influence and assistance to a series of 

voyages to the African coast. Not only did she permit the use of four royal vessels for the 

first expedition but she spent five hundred pounds in provisioning them for the voyage. 

The value of the goods sent to Africa in these vessels was five thousand pounds. According 

to the arrangement Queen Elizabeth received one-third of the profits, which amounted to 

one thousand pounds. In the year 1563 similar arrangements were made with the queen for 

another voyage to the Gold Coast, during which there was considerable trouble with the 

Portuguese. Notwithstanding this opposition the ships succeeded in returning to England 

with a quantity of elephants' teeth and Guinea grains. In 1564, an expedition composed of 

three ships, one of which belonged to Queen Elizabeth, was particularly unfortunate. One 

of these ships was blown up, while the other two were attacked by the Portuguese and 

probably had to return without obtaining any African products.  
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In these voyages to Guinea the English trade had been in exchange for gold, elephants' 

teeth and pepper. Trading for slaves had scarcely occurred to these early adventurers. 

Nevertheless, as early as 1562, John Hawkins sailed for Sierra Leone with three vessels, 

and there captured three hundred Negroes whom he sold to the Spaniards in Hispaniola. 

The success of this voyage was so great that in 1564 there was fitted out a second slave 

raiding expedition in which one of the queen's ships, the Jesus, was employed. As before, 

Hawkins sold his slaves in the West Indies, this time with some difficulty, because the 

Spanish officials, who were forbidden to have any trade with foreigners, regarded the 

Englishmen as pirates.  

Again, in 1567, Hawkins was on his way to Guinea. By playing off one set of natives 

against another he procured about 450 slaves and once more set out for the Spanish Indies. 

Although at first the voyage promised to be successful, he was later set upon by a number 

of Spanish ships and barely escaped with his life and one badly wrecked vessel. 

Hawkins' voyages to Africa are worthy of note because he was the first Englishman to 

engage in the slave trade. To be sure, his piratical seizure of free Negroes broke all the 

rules of honorable dealing long recognized on the African coast. As a result of his actions 

the natives held all Englishmen in great distrust for a number of years. The unregulated 

method of carrying on the African trade, pursued up to this time, ceased to a certain extent 

when Queen Elizabeth granted the first patent of monopoly to the west coast of Africa, 

May 3, 1588.  

The charter of 1588 gave to certain merchants of Exeter, London and other places in 

England for ten years an exclusive trade to that portion of West Africa lying between the 

Senegal and Gambia rivers. The great slave and gold producing country of the Gold Coast 

remained open to all traders. It was therefore evident that, instead of continuing the slave 

raiding projects of Hawkins, the company intended to resume the exchange of English 

manufactures for African products. According to its charter the company was not required 

to pay duties in England either on imports or exports. Although nothing is known of the 

success of this company, the patent was regarded as of sufficient importance for the earl of 

Nottingham and others to obtain a continuation of the monopoly. 
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Since the charter of these Senegal adventurers did not prevent anyone from resorting to the 

Gold Coast and the regions to the east thereof, two voyages were made to Benin, one in 

1588 and another in 1590. In 1592 certain English merchants received a patent from the 

queen authorizing them to trade to certain specified portions of Africa. The trade to Africa 

continued in this desultory fashion until 1618. At that time a patent comprising the whole 

explored western coast of Africa south of the territory of the Barbary Company was granted 

to some thirty persons, among whom the most important was Sir William St. John, who 

was said to have built the first English fort in Africa. The early years of their trade, which 

consisted in the exchange of English for African products, was especially unfortunate. 

Vessels were either lost or brought back small returns. After 1621 it was difficult to procure 

fresh additions of capital. To add to this trying situation, the House of Commons attacked 

the company's monopoly and, later, voted it to be a grievance. Thereafter, although the 

company sometimes issued licenses for the African trade, the interlopers who resorted to 

Africa quite freely, usually did not deem it necessary to obtain them. 
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6.Hakluyt, Richard, _The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques,& Discourses of 
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10. Queen Elizabeth's profit may have been only five hundred pounds, as it seems 
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‘A Company of Adventurers of London trading into the ports of Africa’ 1615-1625 

 

Map 1: 1st English Colony in Africa: Ginny (Guinea) & Binny (Benin Empire) Africa 

Note: Dan Byrnes created a website where he listed Englishmen engaged in the slaving business 

from 1550-1800 for an Afro-American from Louisiana engaged in Black Studies who had never 

seen such a list compiled. It was through this man’s research that the discovery of Sir William St. 

John, knight’s involvement was made known to me.45 

 
45 http://www.danbyrnes.com.au/blackheath/slavebc.htm 
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Circa 1615, Sir William St. John and Company is credited with building the first gold factory 

in Gambia River, Africa under an exclusive patent granted to ‘A Company of Adventurers of 

London trading into the ports of Africa’ that included William St. John and thirty others; also 

referred to as the Guinea Company. In several documents this colony was also referred to as Ginny 

and Binny. Ginny most certainly refers to Guinea but its borders may not match those of today. 

Benin likely refers to the Benin Empire where modern day Nigeria is located or even the Benin 

River. Ginny and Binny as a whole most likely refer to all the land along the Gulf of Guinea from 

the River Gambia in The Gambia down to where the river ends in Nigeria. William’s 

accomplishment of setting up the first gold factory was recorded after the fact in May 25, 1650: 

Answer of the Guinea Company to the remonstrance of Samuel Vassall and Company, 

addressed to the Council of State. Were the first that discovered and traded for gold on the coast 

of Guinea. No factory had previously been settled there, except one about 35 years since in Gambia 

River by Sir William St. John and Company, until the present traders settled one at Wiampa. In 

"Mr. Hakluyt's books of voyages" one Capt. Towerson is reported to have sailed along that coast, 

but he did not set foot on shore. The King's grant to the Company was in consideration of bringing 

in 10,000l. in gold, and not as is alleged, "by procurement of courtiers." Those named in the grant 

have all resigned their interest to Sir Nicholas Crisp and Company. In answer to the accusation 

that they have engrossed the whole trade on that coast, to the prejudice of the Commonwealth, 

enter into a long description of that trade from the time of Hump. Slany and Wil. Clobery, 

deceased, of the settlement of their factories, the first being in 1632, the sums expended, and the 

employment of a son of the King of Aguna, who was taught English. Declare that they purchased 

Wiampa above 17 years past, and that they will keep the Dutch from planting there, if they are put 

in possession of it again. [See ante, p. 331, No. 13.]46 

In 1618, business matters on the West African coast needed attention after the company could 

not raise fresh capital. In order to deal with their financial issues, they granted licences to private 

 
46 'America and West Indies: May 1650', Calendar of State Papers Colonial, America and West Indies, Volume 

1: 1574-1660 (1860), pp. 339-340. URL: http://www.british-

history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=69234&strquery=William St. John Date accessed: 30 July 2014. 
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traders, referred to as interlopers.47 One prominent interloper here was Sir Nicholas Crispe, who 

is said to have built the first permanent English settlement at Kormantin several decades later.  

In April, 1618, before the news from his East India venture had reached England, Sir Robert 

Rich and others sent the Treasurer (Capt. Daniel Elfrith) to Virginia with one of these commissions 

“from the Duke of Savoy to take Spaniards as lawfull prize." Himself and associates had applied 

for a charter for the sole trade in Guinea and Binney prior to October, 1618, when the news of the 

trouble incident to this East Indian venture reached England, and stayed the progress of this charter 

for a time, but it was finally granted November 16, 1618, to Robert Lord Rich, Sir Robert Mausell, 

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Sir Warwick Heale, Sir Allen Appesley, Sir Richard Hawkins, Sir Henry 

Nevill, Sir William St. John, Sir Thomas Tracy, Sir Richard Binglev, Sir Giles Mompesson, Sir 

Thomas Button, Sir John Bingley, Oliver St. John, and twenty-two others. 

Sir William St. John was a member of the African Company in 1618. In 1620, Sir William St. 

John and others sent out an expedition for the discovery of Senegambia48, on the coast of Africa, 

which claimed to have passed 960 miles up the river Gambia into the continent.49 

In January, 1622, William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke, Robert Rich, Earl of Warwick, Robert 

Sydney, Earl of Leicester, Philip Herbert, Earl of Montgomery, Edmund Lord Sheffield, Sir Robert 

Mansell, Sir Thomas Smythe, Francis West, William St. John, Robert Johnson, Samuel Argall, 

and William Canning gave John Martin a very strong certificate in support of his patent; among 

other things they certify that "John Martin had been a long and faithful servant of the Colony in 

Virginia; a member of the First Council of Virginia; appointed Master of the Ordinance, fairly in 

open court; that he had endured all the miseries and calamities of forepast Times, with the loss of 

his Blood, the death of his only son . . . [in the undertaking ; in consideration of which things]. The 

Company and Council for his Majesty resident in England had formerly by charter under their 

 
47 Sir Percival Griffiths, A Licence To Trade: The History of the English Chartered Companies. London, Ernest 

Benn, 1974., pp. 62ff. 
48 Senegambia was the collective noun for the fortifications and trading posts owned by the Dutch West India 

Company in the area that nowadays is called Senegal. The main purpose of these trading posts was to 

obtain slaves in order to ship them to America. Trading posts: Portudal: 1633 – 1678, here the DWIC bought slaves 

and ivory. Rufisque: 1633 - 1678. Joal: 1633 - 1678. 
49 The material in this entire section was mostly collected, edited, reorded or clarified from The Genesis of the 

United States: A Narrative of the Movement in England, 1605-1616, which Resulted in the Plantation of North 

America by Englishmen, Disclosing the Contest Between England and Spain for the Possession of the Soil Now 

Occupied by the United States of America Volume 2  edited by Alexander Brown pgs. 980, 989 – 990, 943. This 

book is freely available on Google Books online. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortifications
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Factory_(trading_post)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_West_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_West_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senegal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_trade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/America_(continent)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufisque
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joal
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Greate Seale granted him special privileges in his patent, and asking that said Patent should remain 

in force."  

‘Negroes sold in Virginia’ 

In 161850, while Sir William St. John was the Governor of the African colony, the first 

shipment of Negroes ever sold in Virginia left Guinea: 

In 1618 the second Earl of Warwick had become an original member of the Guinea Company, 

newly-incorporated to engage in profitable trade in Negroes.51 In 1618 the ship Treasurer Capt. 

Daniel Elfrith was fitted with a Savoy Commission as a man-o-war; she carried the first shipment 

of Negroes ever sold in Virginia, and her arrival provided Warwick's enemies in Virginia with 

reasons to attack. They accused him of piracy, though Elfrith said the Negroes been obtained 

properly.52 At the time of the ship money dispute, the value of the Rich navy was so great that 

Warwick obtained a commission modelled on the lines of Queen Elizabeth's commission to the 

anti-Spanish privateer, George Clifford (1558-1605), the Lord Clifford, and third Earl of 

Cumberland , who according to Newton in European Nations in the West Indies had been "more 

prominent than any other English nobleman as a leader of corsairs; since 1587 he had organised 

and fitted out at his own expense no less than eleven expeditions against Spanish commerce", with 

his twelfth attempt being his last.53 

On May 24, 1624, the Company’s patent is in trouble: 

Sir Edwyn Sandys to pen this, and to present it to the House. Sir Edwyn Sandys goes on with 

his Report, for Ginny and Binny. - This Patent formerly censured by the Commissioners for Trade: 

Granted to Sir William St. John, and others, for the sole Trading into some Parts of Africa: Clause 

 
50 St John was active from 1618 in the Guinea Company, and saw some developments which culminated in the 

company selling Kormantin on the West African Coast to the English East India Company in 1657. Sir Percival 

Griffiths, A Licence to Trade: The History of the English Chartered Companies. London, Ernest Benn, 1974. 
51 Newton, Colonising Puritans, pp. 34-36. 
52 Here, Newton, Colonising Puritans, p. 36, notes with irony that the same man, Warwick, who introduced 

Negroes slaves into British America also introduced the charter of Massachusetts, later the foremost abolitionist 

state. 
53 Newton, Colonising Puritans, pp. 37ff. R. G. Marsden, `Early Prize Law', English Historical Review, April, 

1910. Arthur Percival Newton, (Ed.), The European Nations in the West Indies, 1493-1688. London, Black, 1933., 

p. 115. Kenneth R. Andrews, Ships, Money and Politics: Seafaring and Naval Enterprise in the Reign of Charles 

I. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1991. Andrews, Elizabethan Privateering, p. 70. GEC, Peerage, 

Cumberland, p. 568; Clifford, pp. 294ff. Some of Cumberland's commercial associates were Thomas Cordell 

(Mercers, and Levant Co.), William Garraway, Sir John Hart, Paul Bayning, John Watts. 
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of Imprisonment, and Confiscation of Goods, to visit that Coast. Four Objections against it: 1. 

Surreptitiously gotten, by false Information to the King. The Trade ordinary, before this Patent. 2. 

To the Oppression of the King's Subjects. 3. The Commodities of that Country much raised; as 

Red Wood. Have seized upon some Ships, and drawn Compositions from them. - Committee 

thought this Patent a Grievance, in Creation and Execution, and fit to be presented to his Majesty. 

- Desire to have a particular Patent for Three Rivers, discovered by them. Resolved, upon Question, 

that this Patent is a Grievance, in Creation and Execution; and shall be so presented to his Majesty. 

He was accused of adding dye to silk in order to double its weight and increase the price. In 

Holland such dyed material was greatly requested but in London, they were refused.  

Marriage of Sir William St. John, Knight 

Sir William St. John, knight and Eleanor de Port-St. John were married on February 10, 1611, 

St Mary, Battersea, Surrey, England. 54 “Wm St John Knight & Elenor St John. Feb. 10. [1611].” 

She was the daughter of John de Port-St. John and Lucy Hungerford of Lydiard Tregoze in 

Wiltshire, England. They had a residence in London, according to her niece, Lucy Hutchinson’s 

memoirs, which were published, in 186355, as ‘Memoirs of the life of Colonel Hutchinson, 

Governor of Nottingham Castle and Town, representative of the County of Nottingham in the Long 

Parliament, and of the Town of Nottingham in the first parliament of Charles the Second, with 

original anecdotes of many of the most distinguished of his contemporaries, and a summary review 

of public affairs’ where she visited them and recorded events pertinent to her life. 

 
54 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Mary, Battersea, Composite register: baptisms, marriages and burials, 

Apr 1559 - Sep 1632, P70/MRY2, Item 002. 
55 https://archive.org/details/memoirsoflifeofc00hutciala 
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Record 2 Marriage: Sir William St. John, Knight of Uchel-olau and Eleanor de Port-St. John of Lydiard Tregoze 

 

 

 

Photo 2: John de Port-St. 

John and Lucy Hungerford 

family. 

 John St. John & Lucy 

Hungerford (center); John 

St. John & Anne Leighton 

(left); Catherine St. John, 

Anne St. John, Jane St. 

John, Eleanor St. John, 

Barbara St. John, and 

Lucy St. John  

(Sisters are ordered right to 

left)  

© Photo courtesy of Mandy 

& Duncan Ball 
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Cardiff Central Library MS 5.6 fol. 496 excerpt and transcription 

 

Sir Wm Knight m. _____ d to ____ St John of Lidiard in ? Countie of Wilts 

National Library of Wales MS 8A fol. 166 excerpt and transcript 

 

Sir Wm St. John Kt mar[ied] a da[ugh]t[e]r to Sir john St. John kt; sans issue. [dead end] 

Children of Sir William St. John and Eleanor de Port-St. John 

Note: To date I have found no evidence William married another before Eleanor, but I suspect 

he may have. Creating a male heir was an important obligation for the heir-at-law and it seems 

reckless to have waited until one is about 50 years old to marry for the first time. Therefore, I 

believe William had a prior marriage and male heirs, Christopher and Mathew, before his 

marriage to Eleanor.  

William St. John and Eleanor (de Port-St. John) St. John had five children. We can establish 

the family for Sir William St. John, knight with several records. First, we know that William’s son 

was named Howard St. John using MS 5.6 fol. 496 Welsh Pedigrees (created circa 1678). We then 

find Howard’s Baptism record at St. Mary’s Battersea in the same parish where William and 

Eleanor married; therefore, we can confirm Howard was the son of William St. John, Knight from 

Glamorgan Wales and confirm William’s wife was Eleanor; while also confirming they lived in 

Surrey, England. This manuscript also informs us that William had four ‘children’-circles 

indicating he had at least four children. At this same parish St. Mary’s Battersea, we find a second 

child, Anne St. John and then no others. For this reason, we must turn to the next record clearly 

identifying William’s children, the 1627 will of his cousin, William Bawdrep of Splott. In this 

will, William Bawdrep mentions his cousins William St. John and Thomas St. John, the elder. 

William Bawdrep of Splott also identifies two of the daughters of his cousin William St. John as 
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Barbara and Lucy. Now we can establish four children for William St. John are Howard, Anne, 

Barbara and Lucy. The absence of baptism records for Barbara and Lucy at St. Mary’s Battersea 

indicate the family likely resided elsewhere when they were born since parish attendance was 

typically based on the parish that fell within the boundary of the residential neighborhood for tax 

collection purposes. As such, we find the baptism records for Barbara and Lucy in Westminster, 

London at St. Margaret’s suggesting by this time, William St. John had a residence now in 

Westminster, London and used the parish linked to Parliament. St. Margaret’s in Westminster 

stands between Westminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament, commonly called “the parish 

church of the House of Commons.” Since in 1614, William was elected Burgess of Portsmouth, it 

stands to reason that we would find him residing in the area of St. Margaret’s Westminster. 

Additionally, at this parish we find the baptism and immediate burial record for a fifth child, 

William. Another parish in Westminster leads us to a sixth child, Eleanor and the burial record of 

William himself. Note: two alleged children, Christopher and Mathew, are also included in the 

following list probably born to a previous wife if said children fits this family: 

I. CHRISTOPHER ST. JOHN, I11937 ALLEGED SON William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John 

II, John I, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II There is a 

burial record for a Cristopher Simson/Sinson “Cristopher Sinson a man out of purpooole lane 

at the further end of Grays Inn late buried the 18th of [January 1616]” buried 18 Jan 1616, St. 

Andrew, Holborn, London, England. (If this is a child of Sir William St. John, Knight then 

Eleanor is not the mother and explains why his first known son was Howard instead of 

Christopher like the family tradition of naming the first son after the paternal grandfather.) 

William’s father Christopher does not name William’s children in his will but does state male 

heirs of his body (implying multiple options) suggesting any son born to William was eligible 

(he only named 1st sons of William’s brothers Thomas and Oliver in succession). This 

statement was probably carefully crafted after William’s heir died just a few months before the 

grandfather, leaving allegedly Mathew and the young Howard next in line over their older, 

previously eligible, cousins and by passing previously arranged marriage contracts for 

William’s brothers, Thomas and Oliver.  
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II. MATHEW ST. JOHN, MASTER, I12362 ALLEGED William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, 

John, John, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was 

baptized 29 September 1611, St. Bride Fleet Street, London, England. “Mathew Sansone” son 

of “Will. Sansone”. 56 Aged about 25 years old, he married Elizabeth Pitts, October 20, 1637, 

St. Botolph Billingsgate, London, England. His occupation was that of Cheesemonger. Master 

Mathew Sension was listed as an inhabitant of London in 1638 under St. Botolph, Billingsgate 

rent rolls paying £15.57 Other persons listed include John Yonge and George Yonge (possible 

relations to Joan Young wife of Robert Mathews) and Master John Bayley (possible relation 

to Alice Bayley wife of James St. John Jr of St. Nicholas Cole Abbey.) It is probably this 

(Quarter) Master Mathew Sension that was first recorded in Dorchester, Massachusetts in 

1631-2 rather than his cousins Mathias St. John (1601-1699) – arrived in 1634-5 and Mathew 

St. John (1590-1671) – arrived in 1646-7. As an unmarried Quartermaster, he probably had job 

duties that brought him to the colonies. As [Alleged] heir of Uchel-olau, following the death 

of his [Alleged] father, he probably married and remained in London thereafter.  

 

Record 3 Marriage: Mathew St. John and Elizabeth Pitts 

 
56 Ancestry.com. England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 

Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2014. Original data: England, Births and Christenings, 1538-1975. Salt Lake City, 

Utah: FamilySearch, 2013. 
57 T C Dale, 'Inhabitants of London in 1638: St. Botolph, Billingsgate', in The Inhabitants of London in 

1638 (London, 1931), pp. 42-43. British History Onlinehttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/no-series/london-

inhabitants/1638/pp42-43 [accessed 20 April 2016]. http://www.british-history.ac.uk/no-series/london-

inhabitants/1638/pp42-43 
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III. HOWARD ST. JOHN, ESQUIRE, I104783172 William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John, 

John, Oliver, Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized 

December 3, 1612, St. Mary, Battersea, Surrey, England58“Howard St John filius [son] 

Willmi St John militis [Knight] December 3 [1612]”59 Howard died and his will was 

probated April 20, 1642. “St. John, Howard, of p. St. Andrew le Wardrobe, London, (Esq.) 

Admon w. Will [47 Cambell] Ap. 20 to Richard Best. N.E.”60 It isn’t clear if Howard ever 

held Uchel-olau. He makes no mention of it in his will but his will had to be approved by his 

mother suggesting he had not reached the age of Maturity (30 or more) or married. It appears 

to have ultimately ended up with his older cousin, William St. John, son of his uncle Oliver; 

while Odyn’s fee went to his other uncle Thomas by 1622. 

 

Record 4 Baptism: Howard St. John filius [son of] Willmi St. John militis [Knight] December 3 

 

Record 5 Will: Howard St. John, Probate 20 Apr 1642 

 
58 Living in 1614:  Thomas, Golden Grove MS, book 5 p. C639 
59 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Mary, Battersea, Composite register: baptisms, marriages and burials, 

Apr 1559 - Sep 1632, P70/MRY2, Item 002. 
60 Abstracts of probate acts in the Prerogative court of Canterbury, Volume 3 p. 198 

http://books.google.com/books?id=sgARAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA101&lpg=PA101&dq=canterbury+will+1625+%22st

.+john%22&source=bl&ots=Hd9auPFCht&sig=pe7JlmlWwnLD2_qY4Shx_l-

7Mgc&hl=en&sa=X&ei=VkrFUqLwF4nkyAGexoG4DA&ved=0CDMQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%22st.%20john

%22&f=false  By Church of England. Province of Canterbury. Prerogative Court, John Matthews (of London.) 

http://books.google.com/books?id=sgARAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA101&lpg=PA101&dq=canterbury+will+1625+%22st.+john%22&source=bl&ots=Hd9auPFCht&sig=pe7JlmlWwnLD2_qY4Shx_l-7Mgc&hl=en&sa=X&ei=VkrFUqLwF4nkyAGexoG4DA&ved=0CDMQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%22st.%20john%22&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=sgARAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA101&lpg=PA101&dq=canterbury+will+1625+%22st.+john%22&source=bl&ots=Hd9auPFCht&sig=pe7JlmlWwnLD2_qY4Shx_l-7Mgc&hl=en&sa=X&ei=VkrFUqLwF4nkyAGexoG4DA&ved=0CDMQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%22st.%20john%22&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=sgARAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA101&lpg=PA101&dq=canterbury+will+1625+%22st.+john%22&source=bl&ots=Hd9auPFCht&sig=pe7JlmlWwnLD2_qY4Shx_l-7Mgc&hl=en&sa=X&ei=VkrFUqLwF4nkyAGexoG4DA&ved=0CDMQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%22st.%20john%22&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=sgARAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA101&lpg=PA101&dq=canterbury+will+1625+%22st.+john%22&source=bl&ots=Hd9auPFCht&sig=pe7JlmlWwnLD2_qY4Shx_l-7Mgc&hl=en&sa=X&ei=VkrFUqLwF4nkyAGexoG4DA&ved=0CDMQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=%22st.%20john%22&f=false


49 Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638) 

 

Citation: St. John, Suzanne. Biography of Sir William St. John, Knight (1561-1638), 2021, p. 49 

Will of Howard St. John - transcription 

Memorandum That Howard St. John late of the parish of St. Andrewes Wardrow 

[Wardrobe] London, Esquire the nyntheenth daye of March one thousand six 

hundred fortie one myta? last xastor and withan intent to declare his last will and 

Testament and by word of mouth give and bequeath all that he had unto Richard 

Best his servant saying that it was too little for the faithfull service which he try 

said Richard had done unto his father and him the said Howard for these two and 

twentie years last past and did defend his mother then present to see the same 

performed or did then of words to the same on the like effort in the presence and 

granting of his said mother. William Bassett Florence Spoonon and others William 

Basset Florence Spooner Probate section in Latin61 

IV. ANNE ST. JOHN, I104783173 William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John, John, Oliver, Alexander, 

John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II was baptized February 15, 1613, 

St Mary, Battersea, Surrey, England. “Anne filia [daughter] Guillielimi St Johns militis 

[Knight]: February 15 [1613/1614].”62 She was buried January 8, 1618, St. Margaret’s, 

Westminster. She wasn’t listed in the October 1627 will of her cousin, William Bawdrep unlike 

two of her sisters. 

 

Record 6 Baptism: Anne filia [daughter of] Guillielimi St. Johns militis [Knight] February 15 

 

Record 7 Burial: [Jan] 8 [1617] Ann St. John c[hild] 

V. ELEANOR ST. JOHN, I11100 William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John, John, Oliver, Alexander, 

John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II “Ellenor the daughter of Sr 

 
61 Since Howard does not mention Uchel-olau in his will and his father died in 1641 and his will has not been 

located, it seems reasonable Sir William may have had a prior marriage where he had another son. I think it is highly 

likely Master Mathew Sension of St. Botolph could be the eldest son of Sir William St. John, Knight Lord of 

highlight who died in 1641.  
62 London Metropolitan Archives, Saint Mary, Battersea, Composite register: baptisms, marriages and burials, 

Apr 1559 - Sep 1632, P70/MRY2, Item 002. 
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William St. John was baptized the xxxth daye” was baptized July 30, 1616, St. Mary-Le-

Strand, Middlesex, England. She wasn’t listed in the October 1627 will of her cousin, William 

Bawdrep unlike two of her sisters. 

 

Record 8 Baptism: Ellenor the daughter of Sr William St. John was baptized the xxxth daye [1616] 

VI. WILLIAM ST. JOHN, I105550261 William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John, John, Oliver, 

Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II “William St. John s[on]. 

of Sir William, knt.”63was baptized. April 6, 1619, St. Margaret, Westminster, London, 

England64 and was buried April 7, 1619 at St. Margaret, Westminster, London, England.65 

 

Record 9 Baptism: [Apr] 6 [1619] + William St. John: s to Sr William St. John Knight + EX 

 

Record 10 Burial: [Apr] 7 [1619] Mr. William St. John c[hild] son to Sr Willam Kt + 

VII. BARBARA ST. JOHN, I105550263 William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John, John, Oliver, 

Alexander, John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II “Barbara St. Johns” was 

 
63 Memorials of St. Margaret’s church, Westminster, comprising the parish registers, 1539-1660, and other 

churchwardens’ accounts, 1460-1603 pg. 100 Footnote: S. of Sir William St. john, of Heighley, Glamorgan , knt. (d. 

at Battersea 1641), by Eleanor, dau. Of Sir John St. John of Lydiard Tregoze, knt; see his B[urial] 7 April 1619. 
64 "England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975," 

index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/J791-HQV : accessed 07 Oct 2013), William St. John, 

06 Apr 1619. 
65 "England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975," 

index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/J791-HQV : accessed 07 Oct 2013), William St. John, 

06 Apr 1619. 
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baptized February 11, 1621 at St. Margaret, Westminster, London, England.66 She was likely 

still living in October 1627 because she was listed in her cousin, William Bawdrep’s will.  

 

Record 11 Baptism: [Feb] 11 [1621] Barbara St. Johns d[daughter] Sr William St. Johns + EX 

VIII. LUCY ST. JOHN, I105550262 William, Christopher, William, Oliver, William, Alexander, John, John, Oliver, Alexander, 

John I, Roger, John, Roger, Thomas, John, Ralph, Wimund II, Wimund I, Ansfrid II “Luce St. John d[aughter] of Sir 

William, knt.” was baptized on June 28, 1624 at St. Margaret, Westminster, London, 

England.67  Notice the Crosses on both sides of the baptism entry and the letters ex. She was 

likely still living in October 1627 because she was listed in her cousin, William Bawdrep’s 

will. 

 

Record 12 Baptism: + [Jun] 28 [1624] Luce St. John d[daughter] Sr William Kt. + EX 

Death and Burial  

He died after 163768 and before 1642 when his son Howard died. It appears he was buried 

January 15, 1637-1638 St. Mary-le-Strand, Middlesex, England in the same parish his daughter 

Ellenor was baptized.69 

 
66 "England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975," 

index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/N5WN-NMK : accessed 07 Oct 2013), Barbara St. 

Johns, 11 Feb 1621. 
67 "England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975," 

index, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/JWFQ-N8X : accessed 07 Oct 2013), Lucy St. John, 28 

Jun 1624. 
68 C 3/414/7 – 1637: Short title: St John v Pleydall. Plaintiffs: Sir William St John kt. Defendants: Sir Charles 

Pleydall, Dame Jane Pleydall his wife and others. Subject: recovery of goods etcin Middlesex. Document type: bill 

only. C 3/412/143 – 1637: Short title: Pleydall v St John. Plaintiffs: Sir Charles Pleydall kt. Defendants: Dame 

Eleanor St John and Sir William St John kt. Subject: money matters. Document type: two answers only. 
69 Sonia St. John, of Friends of Lydiard Tregoze, says William St. John was buried 11 Oct 1641, St. Mary’s 

Battersea, Surrey, England and that his wife, Eleanor, was buried 20 Jul 1648, St. Mary Battersea, Surrey, England. I 

have been unable to obtain primary verification of these claims. Wiltshire Memorial Inscription Index for St. Mary’s 

church lists William St. John of Lydiard Tregoze born in 1617 and buried 1642. It isn’t clear if this is a second 

record or if it is the same record Sonia St. John claims for this man. 
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Record 13 Burial: January 15 1637-1638 Wm St. John (the author uses a distinct difference in the M and W, as can be 

seen in the 25th entry where William Morgans is recorded) 

 


